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rest of the Cabinet came over to them, including Lord Derby and Mr.   CHAP.
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Gladstone, and it was decided to send an expedition.1

It was time. Britain's name and repute were never lower in South.
Africa than at that moment. Both were raised again with signal
rapidity.
No less was he aware that for a limited purpose vigilant
restraint was as much required as firm nerve. To Dr. Dale he
said:
If we had to deal with the Boers alone our task would be a simple and
comparatively easy one; but we are on the edge of a precipice and a
false step might precipitate South Africa into a race war.2
Early in November he announced the determination of the
Government at all risks to carry out their obligations to the
native chiefs; and a little later, in the debate on the colonial
estimates, he enforced the case. Has policy on this occasion was
as fortunate as circumspect and resolute. Sir Charles Warren
with four thousand men marched into Bechuanaland, swept
out the marauders and restored the chiefs without losing a single
life or firing a shot.
This was probably due [commented Chamberlain some years after-
wards 3] to the overwhelming force employed; it involved large expendi-
ture; it was certainly wiser and cheaper than any intervention which by
its weakness would have provoked opposition.
For all that, the causes of further conflict in the future deep-
ened and spread, though through no man's full intention. In
this very year the gold-mines, as Lord Wolseley had prophesied,
were being opened in the Transvaal; Lord Derby's ambiguous
vagueness upon the suzerainty had deepened the impression
of British weakness; President Kruger had been received on the
European continent like an independent ruler; the Boer policy
of linking up with German interests had begun. The whole situa-
tion was bound to become untenable, and South Africa in the
long run would have to be united under the British flag or
another.
1  Chamberlain's "Memorandum".       1884.
2  Chamberlain to Dale, October 17,        3 Chamberlain's "Memorandum".